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Groningen, September 5, 2013

 
 

 

European Festival Awards nominations open and new 
voting system announced 

Following its successful fourth edition in January, the EUROPEAN FESTIVAL 
AWARDS, presented in association with YOUROPE and Eurosonic Noorderslag, will 
return in the New Year, with the gala award show on the first night of Eurosonic 
Noorderslag on Wednesday 15th January 2014 at De Oosterpoort in Groningen, The 
Netherlands. 

Nominations are now open and will run until September 27, 2013, during which time 
festivals can put themselves forward using the simple online form at: 
eu.festivalawards.com/apply  

Decided by a combination of public vote and industry juries, the European Festival Awards 
are the only pan-European body solely dedicated to recognising the contributions and 
achievements of the event organisers and performing artists that generate billions of Euros 
for local economies and brighten up the summer for tens of millions of festival-goers each 
year.  

Festival Awards Managing Director, James Drury, said: “It’s been a really exciting year for 
festivals across Europe and I’m expecting further growth in the number of festivals 
participating, on the back of last year’s fantastic growth. European promoters have a great 
healthy sense of competition and it’s going to be exciting to find out which events the fans 
loved the most.”  

Last year’s European Festival Awards featured over 300 festivals from 32 different countries, 
with over 500,000 votes. Public voting in this year’s Awards will commence on October 1 
and close on November 1. For the fifth edition of the awards there will be the addition of a 
jury vote alongside the fan votes. The following are decided by public vote (75% of the total 
vote) and jury vote (25%): 
•    Best Small Festival 
•    Best Medium-Sized Festival 
•    Best Major Festival 
•    Best New Festival 
•    Best Indoor Festival  
 
2012 Winners: 



•    Best Major Festival: Tomorrowland (Belgium) 
•    Best Medium-Sized Festival: Heineken Balaton Sound (Hungary) 
•    Best Small Festival: Tauron New Music Festival (Poland) 
•    Headliner Of The Year: Foo Fighters (Usa) 
•    Newcomer Of The Year: Of Monsters And Men (Iceland) 
•    Best European Festival Line-Up: Rock Am Ring/ Rock Im Park (Germany) 
•    Best Indoor Festival: Sensation (Netherlands) 
•    Festival Anthem Of The Year: Lykke Li – ‘I Follow Rivers’ (Sweden) 
•    Best New Festival: Electro Magnetic (Germany) 
•    The Lifetime Achievement Award: Herman Schueremans (Live Nation Belgium) 
•    Promoter Of The Year: Pukkelpop (Belgium) 
•    Artists’ Favourite Festival: Roskilde (Denmark) 
•    Green Operations Award: We Love Green (France) 

 
 

 

Note to the editor / Not for publication  
 
About Festival Awards Europe: 
Established in 2009, in co-operation between Festival Awards Ltd, Yourope (the European 
Festival Association) and Eurosonic Noorderslag, Festival Awards Europe is the only event 
solely dedicated to recognising the contributions and achievements of the event organisers 
and performing artists that generate billions of Euros for local economies and brighten up the 
summer for tens of millions of festival-goers each year. Decided by a combination of public 
vote and industry juries, the awards are presented at a sold out ceremony taking place at 
Eurosonic Noorderslag in De Oosterpoort in Groningen, The Netherlands. 
eu.festivalawards.com 
 
About Yourope: 
Founded in November 1998 – Today representing over 80 members from 26 countries. 
Yourope members are dedicated to improving the European festival scene in terms of: 
working conditions; health and safety issues; environmental awareness; exchange of 
knowledge and information; promoting the cross-border exchange of live music talent. The 
overall aim of the association is to collaborate, share experiences and to pinpoint areas that 
would benefit from a joint approach. Having gained respect within the industry and at 
government level, Yourope also has the power to lobby for all legal and industry issues 
relating to the European festival industry on behalf of its members and together with other 
associations in the live music business. Yourope also focuses on other key issues for festivals 
–such exchange of information regarding marketing and sponsoring, contracts, production 
riders or radio/TV/internet rights and more. www.yourope.org 
 
About Eurosonic Noorderslag: 
Eurosonic Noorderslag is the key exchange and networking platform for European music, 
with a proven track record for helping new acts break into the International music scene. 
Selling out each year Eurosonic Noorderslag attracts over 3,200 delegates, with showcases 
by more than 300 artists and a conference program featuring 150 panels, keynote speakers, 
interviews, workshops, dinners, parties, meetings and the latest developments in the 
interactive media sector. www.eurosonic-noorderslag.nl 

Contact: 



For more information and questions please contact Ruud Berends, international marketing 
Eurosonic Noorderslag, ruud.berends@noorderslag.nl  
 
View Online Press Kit of the European Festival Awards here:  
www.dropbox.com/sh/9xlodskso7pwqtw/oTnS1ZIp1f 
 
Download the Eurosonic Noorderslag logo and photos:  
festival.eurosonic-noorderslag.nl/en/about-us/press/  

 
 

 
   

 

 


