
 

  

 
PRESS RELEASE  Groningen, January 14, 2015
  

 
European Festival Awards Winners Announced 

Europe’s best music festivals, artists and promoters of 2014 were revealed at the 6th 
annual European Festival Awards, which took place at Groningen’s De Oosterpoort in 
The Netherlands, crowning the opening night of Eurosonic Noorderslag. 
 
The ceremony also featured some of the hottest new European artists with performances 
from Danish electro-pop sensation MØ, London-based R&B musician Jack Garratt and 
Norwegian singer-songwriter Aurora Asknes. 
 
Hungary’s Sziget Festival reclaimed its title of Best Major Festival (after its previous win in 
2012), with Belgium scooping multiple gongs in the form of Best Indoor Festival (I Love 
Techno), Promoter Of The Year (Live Nation Belgium) and also Best Newcomer Artist 
(Stromae).  
 
The United Kingdom had a higher profile than usual with Festival Republic’s Melvin Benn 
receiving the Lifetime Achievement Award (as previously announced), Glastonbury winning 
Best Line-Up and the Arctic Monkeys scooping not one but two awards (Best Headliner and 
Anthem Of The Summer, the latter for ‘R U Mine’).  
 
The event honoured its first ever winner from Montenegro with Sea Dance Festival, 
organised by the Serbian team behind Exit, awarded Best Medium-Sized Festival. 
 
The host country of the event (The Netherlands) also landed two trophies with Down The 
Rabbit Hole Festival being voted Best New Festival and Mojo/Loc Festivals scoring the YES 
GROUP Health & Safety Innovation Award which recognises innovative ways festivals have 
enhanced health and safety within their spaces. 
 
Spain’s Primavera Sound was declared the Artists’ Favourite Festival whilst Best Small 
Festival went to Poland’s Tauron Nowa Muzyka. The Green Operations Award recognised 
Denmark’s Roskilde Festival in co-operation with Stop Wasting Food as the night’s 
sustainable champions. 
 
The new Award for Excellence and Passion, recognising an individual whose dedication and 
creativity has produced a truly magical event, went to Roskilde Festival’s Rikke Øxner, who 



retired this year after serving the festival for two decades and was Chairman of Yourope – 
The European Festival association for many years.  
 
Steve Jenner, co-founder and Director of Festival Awards Ltd, which organizes the Awards, 
said: “It’s inspiring to have a winners’ list that is so reflective of the cultural diversity and 
strength of passion, dedication, creativity and quality of delivery that underpins Europe’s 
incredible festival scene today. Despite the competition in an increasingly crowded market, 
and under some tough conditions in recent years, tonight saw Europe’s festival organisers 
gathering to celebrate as one industry. I think that’s a very special thing that can only 
strengthen the market and we are honoured to be the hosts of this event. Our thanks go out to 
all who took part in this year’s awards.” 
 
Christof Huber, YOUROPE, adds: "We're very pleased with how the awards has grown, this 
year especially. It’s always a privilege to toast the achievements of a great festival season 
with the best in the continent. A huge congratulations to all the winners, and to all the 
finalists. It’s an exceptional accolade to make it into the top 10, as we had more festivals 
taking part this year than ever before." 
 
Presented in association with YOUROPE and Eurosonic Noorderslag the European Festival 
Awards are the only pan-European body solely dedicated to recognising the contributions 
and achievements of the event organisers and performing artists that generate billions of 
Euros for local economies and brighten up the summer for tens of millions of festival-goers 
each year. 
 
The winners were decided by a combination of public votes and the EFA jury - made up of 
journalists, booking agents, festival organisers – who had a 25 per cent say in the final 
outcome of the public voted categories. More than 1.2 million votes from festival fans all 
over the world were cast (an astonishing 100% increase on last year’s figure) with festivals in 
more than 35 countries taking part, showing that passion for festivals across the continent 
continues to grow.  
  

 
And The Winners Were… 

Best Small Festival 
Festival Tauron Nowa Muzyka (Poland) 
 
Best Indoor Festival 
I Love Techno (Belgium) 
 
Green Operations Award in association with Yourope and The GO Group 
Roskilde Festival and Stop Wasting Food (Denmark) 
 
Best Newcomer Act 
Stromae (Belgium) 
 



Artists’ Favourite Festival 
Primavera Sound (Spain) 
 
Best New Festival 
Down The Rabbit Hole (The Netherlands) 
 
Anthem Of The Year 
Arctic Monkeys – ‘R U Mine’ 
 
The Health & Safety Innovation Award in association with The YES Group and 
ICM&SS  
MOJO/LOC Festivals (The Netherlands) 
 
Best Medium-Sized Festival in association with Eventbrite  
Sea Dance Festival (Montenegro) 
 
Promoter Of The Year 
Live Nation (Belgium) 
 
Best Line-Up 
Glastonbury Festival (United Kingdom) 
 
Best Headliner 
Arctic Monkeys (United Kingdom) 
 
Best Major Festival in association with PlugGo 
Sziget Festival (Hungary) 
 
The Lifetime Achievement Award 
Melvin Benn (United Kingdom) 
 
The Award for Excellence And Passion in association with Yourope 
Rikke Øxner (Denmark)  
  

 
Notes to Editors: 
 
About The European Festival Awards: 
The European Festival Awards is the only event solely dedicated to recog- nising the 
achievements of the event organisers and performing artists that generate billions of euros for 
local economies and brighten up the summer for tens of millions of festival- goers each year. 
Decided by a combination of public vote and industry juries, the awards are presented at a 
sold-out ceremony that takes place on the opening night of Eurosonic Noorderslag. This year 
saw a record breaking edition with over 1.2 million votes, and more than 350 festivals taking 
part from 35 different European countries. TheEuropean Festival Awards were established in 
2009 in co-operation with Festival Awards Ltd, Yourope (the European Festival Association) 
and Eurosonic Noorderslag. The European Festival Awards show takes place in De 



Oosterpoort in Groningen, NL. eu.festivalawards.com 
 
About Yourope: 
Founded in November 1998 – Today representing over 80 members from 26 countries. 
Yourope members are dedicated to improving the European festival scene in terms of: 
working conditions; health and safety issues; environmental awareness; exchange of 
knowledge and information; promoting the cross-border exchange of live music talent. The 
overall aim of the association is to collaborate, share experiences and to pinpoint areas that 
would benefit from a joint approach. Having gained respect within the industry and at 
government level, Yourope also has the power to lobby for all legal and industry issues 
relating to the European festival industry on behalf of its members and together with other 
associations in the live music business. Yourope also focuses on other key issues for festivals 
–such exchange of information regarding marketing and sponsoring, contracts, production 
riders or radio/TV/internet rights and more. http://www.yourope.org 
 
About Eurosonic Noorderslag: 
Eurosonic Noorderslag is the key exchange and networking platform for European music, 
with a proven track record for helping new acts break into the International music scene. 
Selling out each year Eurosonic Noorderslag attracts over 3,200 delegates, with showcases 
by more than 300 artists and a conference programme featuring 150 panels, keynote 
speakers, interviews, workshops, dinners, parties and meetings and the latest developments in 
the interactive media sector. www.eurosonic-noorderslag.nl 
 
Contact: 
For more information, photos or interview requests contact Nikki McNeill at Global 
Publicity 
nikki@globalpublicity.co.uk  
    

 


