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ESNS Exchange presents 2021 results 

 

As another festival season closed last month and with ESNS 2022 just around 

the corner, the European Talent Exchange Programme (ETEP) presents its 

2021 results and rings in the new season under its new name: ESNS 

Exchange.  

  

2021 results 

In a year where we still had to deal with a pandemic that had a firm grip on the 

music industry, many ESNS Exchange festivals had to be cancelled or 

postponed. To still succeed in its mission, to give emerging acts as much 

exposure as possible, the strategy of ESNS Exchange had to be adjusted. Like 

last year, next to booking the ESNS Exchange artists, the festivals were 

allowed to promote the acts on their platforms if their festival could not take 

place. Also, 2020 and 2021 acts were eligible to be booked or promoted 

through ESNS Exchange. This resulted in 79 promotions for 59 acts. These 

acts came from 22 different countries and were booked by 37 festivals from 20 

countries. 100 acts from 29 countries played 141 shows at 39 different festivals 

in 21 countries. In total there were 134 different emerging artists from 31 

countries supported by bookings or promotions from ESNS Exchange festivals. 

  

Most booked acts 

Although a lot of festivals weren’t able to take place the way they used to, still, 
a lot of acts were booked to play festivals or were promoted on platforms of 

ESNS Exchange festivals. The most popular acts of 2021 were; 



1. Altin Gün (nl) - 6 (2 shows, 4 promotions) 

Molchat Doma (by) - 6 (4 shows, 2 promotions) 

2. Los Bitchos (gb) - 5 (4 shows, 1 promotion) 

My Ugly Clementine (at) - 5 (1 show, 4 promotions) 

3. Alicia Edelweiss (at) - 4 (4 shows) 

Meskerem Mees (be) - 4 (3 shows, 1 promotion) 

Sinead O’Brien (ie) - 4 (3 shows, 1 promotion) 

Alyona Alyona (ua) - 4 (2 shows, 2 promotions) 

About ESNS Exchange 

The European Talent Exchange Programme (ETEP), now ESNS Exchange, 

was introduced in 2003 to make the ‘exchange’ of European artists across 
Europe possible on a greater scale than ever before. An initiative of ESNS, 

ETEP facilitates the bookings of European acts on festivals outside their home 

countries and generates extensive media exposure for these artists in 

cooperation with Euroradio, export offices and local media. This way, ESNS 

Exchange aims to give a boost to the international careers of European artists. 

 

About ESNS 

ESNS (Eurosonic Noorderslag) is the key exchange for emerging European 

music talent, with a proven track record of helping to break new acts on the 

international music scene, with now well-known names such as Alma, Altin 

Gün, Arlo Parks, Aurora, Black Country, New Road, Celeste, Dua Lipa, 

Fontaines D.C., girl in red, Hinds, Idles, Mavi Phoenix, Meduza, Melanas, 

Oscar and the Wolf, Pip Blom, Podium, Pongo, Shame and Sigrid. 

 

The conference side of the event attracts more than 4,000 entertainment 

industry professionals from all sections of the industry, including 

representatives of over 400 European festivals. Each year, ESNS stages more 

than 350 showcases all over the city of Groningen as well as offering a 

comprehensive and focused conference programme of around 150 panels and 

keynotes, alongside multiple networking opportunities. 

  

ESNS takes place – entirely online – from January 19 – 22, 2022. Tickets for 

the digital conference are available for €99,- via www.esns.nl/tickets. The 

http://www.esns.nl/tickets


 

festival will be available – free of charge – with sessions recorded by Dutch 

broadcaster NTR in collaboration with NPO 3FM, to be broadcast by NPO 3FM, 

NPO 3 and the digital festival platform, hosted by VPRO 3VOOR12.  

 

 

  

 

Contact: Adriaan Pels – adriaan.pels@esns.nl  

Artist Banners ESNS 2022 – download 

Artist Photos ESNS 2022 – download 

Photos ESNS 2021 – royalty-free download 

ESNS Logo – download  
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