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ESNS CELEBRATES IRISH MUSIC SCENE IN 2027 
Showcase festival and music conference puts focus on Ireland 

ESNS (Eurosonic Noorderslag) announced that Ireland will take center stage at the 
2027 edition. Every year, the festival highlights the best-emerging acts from a 
European country, showcasing the diversity of musical talent across Europe. In close 
cooperation with Ireland’s leading music organisation First Music Contact and Irish 
radio station RTÉ 2FM as media partner, ESNS curates a programme that celebrates 
Irish music success from 13 to 16 January in Groningen. By putting its focus on Ireland, 
ESNS acknowledges Ireland’s investment in their artists and forward-thinking 
infrastructure as best practice.    

 

 

It is the second time in the history of ESNS that the festival and conference are 
highlighting  talent and topics from Ireland. After 15 years ESNS, First Music Contact and 
RTÉ 2FM feel it is  the right momentum to put the spotlight on the Emerald Isle again. First 
Music Contact runs the  annual showcase event Ireland Music Week, and the Irish Music 
export office, Music From Ireland. RTÉ 2FM is part of Ireland's national broadcaster RTÉ.  
  
Angela Dorgan, First Music Contact CEO: "Through significant investment of resources 
from  Culture Ireland and the Arts Council we have been able to invest in 
education,  professionalisation and support for Irish artists and their teams, with follow up 
tour funding from  Culture Ireland to help our artists benefit from the opportunities offered 
through ESNS, Ireland  has taken it’s place as a producer of world class artists."    
  
Over the years, Irish artists such as CMAT, Dermot Kennedy, Fontaines D.C., Dove 
Ellis  Florence Road, Hozier, Inhaler, Kingfishr, Lankum, Madra Salach and The Marry 
Wallopers took  the stage of Eurosonic at the beginning of their careers. After showcasing 
at ESNS, their  chances of getting booked at major European festivals increased by 
enrolling in ESNS's  Exchange programme.   
  
Oskar Strajn, ESNS Head of Music, explains the focus on Ireland for 2027: "Over the 
past  years we have all seen the Irish scene growing exponentially, and right now it's fully 
blossoming.  We want to embrace this moment and celebrate all the amazing artists that 
have emerged from  Ireland as well as focus on future talents. Looking at the past edition of 
ESNS alone, Irish acts  are the ones that benefited from playing in Groningen the most; with 
Florence Road, Madra  Salach and Dove Ellis being the top three most booked acts across 
Europe since the festival."   
  
Irish music sector comes together at ESNS27   
The ESNS Conference provides a platform for influential voices in the music sector, 
featuring  programme highlights that spotlight Ireland. Delegates can explore the Irish 
music scene and  network with industry professionals from Ireland at ESNS27.  
  



Artist applications are open   
From 13 to16 January 2027, ESNS will once again transform Groningen into the epicentre 
of  new European music. The showcase festival has an impressive track record in launching 
the  careers of hundreds of European artists at Eurosonic and Noorderslag. Applications for 
the  2027 edition are open. Artists can apply via the website esns.nl.    
  
ESNS27 Tickets  
Registrations for ESNS27 are now available. Purchase a Delegate Pass (at Early Bird rate). 
  
 ESNS Delegate Passes include:   
✓ Fast-lane access to 250+ showcases   
✓ Full access to the ESNS Conference   
✓ Networking lounges and hospitality options   
✓ Access the ESNS Delegates Database   
✓ Access ESNS Analytics for up-to-date artist data   

 

 

About ESNS 
ESNS is Europe’s leading platform showcasing emerging European music talent. Every 
January, Groningen (NL) hosts the ESNS festival and conference, connecting fresh artists 
with fans and industry professionals. The final day is dedicated to Noorderslag, the 
benchmark for Dutch pop music since 1986. 
  
Year-round, ESNS supports new talent through initiatives like the European Talent 
Exchange and presents major awards including the Music Moves Europe Awards, the 
European Festival Awards, and the Dutch Popprijs. It partners with key organisations and 
alliances such as Yourope, EBU, and Green Deal Circular Festivals to foster a diverse, 
sustainable music scene. 
  
Since 1986, ESNS has helped launch careers of artists like AURORA, Stromae, Christine 
and the Queens, Fontaines D.C., Sigrid, Altin Gün, The Haunted Youth, The XX, Robyn, 
Tramhaus, Sam Smith, Hozier, Zaho de Sagazan, Fat Dog, Judeline, Luvcat, Boko Yout, 
Antony Szmierek, Kingfishr, Sylvie Kreusch, Arp Frique & The Perpetual Singers. 
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